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One of the 1998 Academy of Parish Clergy Top Ten Books of the Year! Voted one of Christianity

Today's 1998 Books of the Year! 1998 ECPA Gold Medallion (Reference Works) The third of IVP's

critically acclaimed series of dictionaries of the New Testament provides focused study on the

often-neglected portions of the New Testament: Acts, Hebrews, the General Epistles and

Revelation. Furthermore, its scope goes beyond the life of the New Testament church to include the

work of the apostolic fathers and early Christianity up through the middle of the second century. The

Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its Developments offers a summa of New Testament

studies. Designed to bring students, teachers, pastors and general readers up to date and up to

speed, this one-of-a-kind reference volume presents more information than any other single

work--dealing exclusively with the theology, literature, background and scholarship of the later New

Testament and the apostolic church. In-depth, comprehensive articles focus on theological themes,

methods of interpretation, background topics and various other subjects specifically related to the

study of New Testament theology and literature. Expert contributors include Darrell Bock, George R.

Beasley-Murray, I. Howard Marshall, Ben Witherington III and James D. G. Dunn. Wide-ranging

articles range from the books of James and Jude to household codes, from the Roman emperor cult

to gnosticism and docetism, questions of canon to second-century church leaders like Ignatius and

Polycarp. The Dictionary of the Later New Testament & Its Developments takes its place alongside

the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels and Dictionary of Paul and His Letters in presenting mature

evangelical scholarship--committed to the authority of Scripture, utilizing the best of critical methods,

and maintaining a dialogue with contemporary scholarship and the challenges facing the church.
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This massive dictionary is one of the latest products of the emerging 'respectable academic

evangelicalism'. It is respectable because it is decidedly moderate in its approach on many of the

items discussed. While the more flexible evangelicalism exhibited here will win praise from the

academic establishment, evangelical readers need to read this with discernment, since more than a

few assertions made in here carry the same flaws as more liberal scholarship.The most obvious

positive of this dictionary is its often exhaustive treatment of various subjects that too often get

ignored in commentaries and Biblical studies courses. As is usually the case in reference works like

this, the bibliographies contained in here are extremely helpful; often more helpful than the articles

themselves. As such, it achieves its goal of providing the reader with the tools to conduct more

thorough research on most any NT topic. Regardless of how questionable the articles themselves

might be, this book is worthy of purchase on the basis of the bibliographies alone.Having said that,

there are more than a few problems with the articles put forth here. Dunn's article on

pseudepigraphy is creative in that he attempts to rescue 2 Peter from liberal critics while maintaining

that it's pseudepigraphal. But it is nonetheless hopelessly flawed in its mistreatment of the early

church's attitude toward pseudepigraphal writings so that not only will liberals reject his thesis,

evangelicals should as well. In addition, the evangelical reader will likely be unpleasantly surprised

by the degree to which the moderate evangelicals in this book discount the importance of apostolic

authorship.
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